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 DISCUSSION ITEMS 

The Clay County Comprehensive Local Water Management Plan Advisory Committee met on 
June 27, 2005.  Members present included; Presenters Wayne Goeken (River Watch) and Cliff 
McLain (Moorhead Public Service), Bruce Albright (BRRWD), Kevin Kassenborg (Clay SWCD), 
E. Robert Olson (BRRWD Manager) Frank Kimm (Citizen and Tansem Twp), Sharon Lean 
(NRCS), Pete Waller (BWSR), Kevin Campbell (County Board), and myself.  After a very brief 
discussion on the plan development process and timeline, we heard a brief discussion on the 
state of surface and groundwater concerns in Clay County from Wayne Goeken, Red River 
Basin River Watch Coordinator, and Cliff McLain respectively.   
 
Summary of Surface Water Quality Concerns 
 

• Surface water quality concerns generally include the streams/rivers of the beach ridge and 
valley floor.  From a water quality perspective, the streams/rivers above the beach ridge 
appear to be in good condition.  Lakes and large wetlands, with the exception of the Sand 
Lake Watershed and Lake 15, are not monitored with consistency like many of the streams 
and rivers are.  As a result, little is known, but the assumption is that many are eutrophic or 
semi-eutrophic as is the case for lakes/large wetlands on the western fringe of MN. 

• The impairment to most of these waters is turbidity, and some are low DO (dissolved 
oxygen) – then there is the problem of Mercury.  The first two are largely a result of 
current land use and land use change.  One primary issue to consider is that of expiring CRP 
contracts in the near future. 

 
Summary of Ground Water Quality Concerns 
  

• For the large, public supply aquifers of Clay County (the Buffalo and Moorhead aquifers),  
the adoption of the Wellhead Protection Plan and zoning provisions within the Drinking 
Water Supply Management Area has offered greater protection of these resources.  
However, there are still concerns with the known and potential effects of “commercial 
development” and “gravel mining” on groundwater resources – specifically the Buffalo 
Aquifer. 

• Other areas of concern include rural wells, the effects of increased development on 
groundwater resources (new wells and septic systems), and abandoned wells. 

 
Discussion of Goals and Objectives 
We spent the remainder of the meeting discussing potential goals and objectives.  We used the 
“water quality” section of the 1998-2003 Water Plan to decide what need to be deleted, kept and 
modified, or added.  Please see the attached draft document.  
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