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CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

8:30 A.M., TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 2020 

County Board Room, 3rd Floor, Courthouse 

MINUTES 
 

The Clay County Board of Commissioners met in regular session with the following Commissioners present 

or joining remotely: Frank Gross, Jim Haney, Kevin Campbell, Jenny Mongeau, and Grant Weyland. Others 

present: County Attorney Brian Melton, County Administrator Stephen Larson, and Senior Administrative 

Assistant Colleen Eck. 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

Chair Gross called the meeting to order and read the Open Meeting Law announcement.  

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

On motion by Commissioner Weyland, seconded by Commissioner Haney, and unanimously carried, the 

Board approved the agenda. 

 

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD 

There were no citizens present who wished to be heard.  

  

ADDITION: APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM MARCH 24, 2020 

On motion by Commissioner Weyland, seconded by Commissioner Haney, and unanimously carried, the 

Board approved the minutes from March 24, 2020.  

 

APPROVAL OF PAYMENT OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS 

On motion by Commissioner Weyland, seconded by Commissioner Haney, and unanimously carried, the 

Board approved payment for bills and vouchers totaling $700,325 from 90 vendors. From that total, 66 

warrants issued are under $2,000 ($30,589) and the following 24 are over $2,000: 
 

Lakes Country Service Co-op   $274,347  

Construction Engineers, Inc.   $134,796  

Clay Co Public Health    $59,632  

Prairie Lakes Municipal Solid Waste   $25,840  

Otter Tail Co. Public Health   $18,928  

Clay Trail Alliance     $17,790  

Lakeland Mental Health Ctr, Inc.   $17,000  

Cooks Correctional    $14,632  

Barnesville Record Review    $14,000  

Becker Co. Public Health    $12,816  

KnowBe4, Inc.     $12,714  

Fargo Freightliner    $12,597  

Lakes & Prairies Community Action, Inc $12,231  

Amazon Capital Services    $7,850  

NetCenter Technologies    $5,259  

Klein McCarthy & Co Ltd    $5,008  

Dollamur Sports Surfaces    $4,507  

Moorhead Public Service    $3,581  

Stock/Alexander & Kathleen   $3,378  

Madison National Life    $3,121  

ConvergeOne, Inc.    $3,066  

Stellar Services LLC    $2,424  

Grant's Mechanical LLC    $2,193  

Toshiba Business Solutions  $2,026 

 

REQUEST APPROVAL FOR SHARED FUNDING WITH CITY OF MOORHEAD FOR WOOD BURNING FURNACE 

Solid Waste Manager Kirk Rosenberger along with Public Works Director Steve Moore were present with a 

request to purchase a wood burning furnace. Mr. Rosenberger stated that both the County and the City of 
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Moorhead have struggled with managing wood waste. The Solid Waste Advisory Committee recently met 

and discussed the purchase of a wood burning furnace.  

 

Mr. Moore stated the City of Moorhead’s compost site is off Highway 75 and is running out of space. The 

compost site receives approximately 4,000 tons of wood waste annually from City of Moorhead Forestry, 

residents, and contractors. The past practice of open burning is limited to small controlled burns and the 

smoke from it impacts the community. Wood chipping is expensive and there is no aftermarket for the 

quantity and quality that is produced. It may also spontaneously combust. When the Emerald Ash Borer 

reaches Clay County; the amount of wood waste is expected to increase significantly. Twenty-five to thirty 

percent of the local trees are ash. Infected wood waste must be chipped or burned shortly after it arrives at 

the compost site to reduce the risk of it spreading. The City is proposing to share the capital cost of the Air 

Curtain Burner – Firebox S330 for $172,062. Moorhead City Council has given preliminary approval to 

partner with Clay County on a 50/50 funding split. The burner requires a Title V Air Permit from MPCA which 

generally takes a year and costs $20,000 to $25,000. A year should be adequate for the process and they do 

not foresee any issues with obtaining the permit. The City of Moorhead has contracted with Burns & 

McDonnell to complete the MPCA application. A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Clay 

County and City of Moorhead will also be drafted by the City for the details regarding the purchase and use 

of the requested equipment for wood waste. Any repairs would come out of the City budget and would be 

included in the MOU.   

 

Mr. Rosenberger stated the County’s share would be approximately $86,000 and the funds would come 

from the Solid Waste reserve fund. This version of wood burning does not produce energy. There is also a 

significant amount of wood waste piled up at the landfill.  

 

On motion by Commissioner Campbell, seconded by Commissioner Weyland, and unanimously carried, the 

Board approved 50/50 shared funding with the City of Moorhead for the purchase of a $172,062 Air Curtain 

Burner – Firebox S330. The motion is contingent to the MOU being satisfactory for both parties.  

 

REQUEST APPROVAL FOR REIMBURSEMENT OF SRO WAGES FOR DGF AND ULEN-HITTERDAL SCHOOL 

DISTRICTS 

Sheriff Mark Empting requested reimbursement of School Resource Officer (SRO) wages for 

Dilworth/Glyndon/Felton School District and Ulen-Hitterdal School District. The two SROs assigned to those 

school districts have been reassigned within the Sheriff’s Office because of school closures due to the COVID 

19 epidemic. One officer is working in Emergency Services and one in the Support Services Program. 

Reimbursement from both school districts would total $26,457. Commissioner Weyland stated this 

reimbursement request was discussed at the Personnel Issues Committee last week and everyone in 

agreement with it.  

 

On motion by Commissioner Weyland, seconded by Commissioner Haney, and unanimously carried, the 

Board approved reimbursement of SRO wages for DGF School District and Ulen-Hitterdal School District.  

 

COVID-19 UPDATE  

Public Health Director Kathy McKay and Public Health Nurse Cheryl Sapp provided handouts for COVID 19 

case information.  As of April 6, 2020, Clay County had 19 positive cases and Minnesota had 986 positive 

cases. In Mn, the total number of completed tests is 28,128; total deaths: 30; cases requiring 
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hospitalization: 223; hospitalized as of today: 115 including 57 in ICU; and patients no longer needing to 

be isolated: 470.  The US and global totals were also listed but change so quickly. Mn had its first case on 

March 1 and Clay County had its first case on March 19.  

 

The message is still the same regarding socially distancing, washing hands, and the stay-at-home order 

continues. The community spread is from person to person. Public Health is stressing that people adhere 

to this protocol to change the trajectory. Six-foot distancing is how to avoid the spread when you are out 

in the public for groceries, etc. The Governor’s order is thru April 10 and is expected to be extended. 

Everyone doing their part is vitally important. Masks are needed for those working with people who are ill; 

and just in the last day or two masks or other protection are encouraged for others as well. The masks are 

not going to protect yourself, but they protect those around you if you are a carrier. The virus is caught 

from respiratory droplets. Clay County recently took part in a remote conference with the hospitals on the 

ND side. They are working on a plan for overflow hospital beds and working on getting all the supplies and 

equipment that may be needed. Sanford is now doing a COVID 19 tests with 90-minute results for those in 

high priority categories. The tests are available at the Fargo and Sioux Falls locations. Public Health is also 

working on plans for any cases that may show up in the detox unit or among the homeless populations.  

 

Ms. Sapp stated that if a person tests positive for COVID 19, Public Health gets notification of that 

person as well as that person’s close contacts. They call those folks twice a day to have them take their 

temperature. They will assist with getting the items and groceries they need while in quarantine. They 

are compiling a list of pharmacies and grocery stores who deliver. They also protect that the privacy of 

the person who has positive results, as they have been directed to do.  

 

REQUEST APPROVAL OF 2020 DUST CONTROL QUOTE 

County Engineer David Overbo stated the 2020 dust control quotes were opened on Tuesday March 31, 

2020. The two quotes received came from: 1) Knife River - $1.80/gallon, $.54 /square yard; and 2) Glacier 

Enterprises- $1.28/gallon, $.384/ square yard. Mr. Overbo recommended the low quote from Glacier 

Enterprises. He noted it is up eight cents from last year. He will work with the contractor to map out the 

areas.  

 

On motion by Commissioner Weyland, seconded by Commissioner Haney, and unanimously carried, the 

Board approved Glacier Enterprises’ dust control quote of $1.28/gallon and $.384/ square yard.  

 

BID OPENING FOR CSAH 33 MILL & OVERLAY FOR NORTH CITY LIMITS OF HAWLEY TO CSAH 26 

Mr. Overbo stated that he received five bids for the mill & overlay project for a 6.5-mile stretch starting in 

the north city limits of Hawley to CSAH 26. The engineer’s estimate for the project is $1,582,814.15. The 

following bids were received: 

Central Specialties    $1,282,655.98 

Mark Sand and Gravel    $1,251,547.92 

Anderson Brothers Construction  $1,164,929.10 

RJ Zavoral and Sons    $1,164,635.67 

Northern Improvement    $1,355,155.45 
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All bids had a 5% bid bond. There were no addendums for the bid.  Mr. Overbo recommended approving 

the lowest bid after he reviews and verifies the bid numbers and verifies the project with MnDOT. He will 

come back to the Board next week for awarding the bid.  

 

On motion by Commissioner Haney, seconded by Commissioner Mongeau, and unanimously carried, the 

Board approved the low bid contingent on review by the County Engineer and final awarding of the bid at 

the next Board meeting.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS/COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE/DISCUSSIONS  

Many of the following meetings took place remotely, by teleconference, or were set up as virtual meetings. 

 

▪ Commissioner Campbell attended meetings for FM Diversion Authority Executive Committee and 

Regional Juvenile Center construction update.   

▪ Commissioner Haney attended meetings for Clay County Children’s Mental Health Local Advisory 

Committee; COVID 19 Surge; and the COVID 19 press conference 

▪ Commissioner Weyland attended meetings for Personnel Issues Committee; Rural Counties; and 

Regional Juvenile Center construction update.  

▪ Commissioner Mongeau attended meetings for Cass-Clay Food Commission; MetroCOG Executive 

Committee; and Lakeland Mental Health   

▪ Commissioner Gross attended meetings for Personnel Issues Committee and Rural Counties Caucus.  He 

noted there are approximately 75 County employees who are fully or partially working from home.   

▪ Stephen Larson attended meetings for Personnel Issues Committee; timecards related to COVID 19; 

County Management; property tax relief questions; Webinar with AMC for COVID 19; COVID 19 funds; 

Surge plan discussion with Essentia and Sanford; and Juvenile Center construction update. He provided 

the following updates: the county will receive the Certificate of Occupancy for the Juvenile Center by 

next week; the construction trailer will be moved off  the County campus within a month; landscaping 

and asphalt overlay will be the last details of the construction project; Governor Walz will report later 

this week; Instructions will go up on the County website for citizens to remote in or mail in information 

for public meetings;  and Motor Vehicle has started to provide some remote services for auto dealers.   

▪ County Attorney Brian Melton stated that DWIs overall are down, but a couple new ones are on the lock 

up list. In lieu of keeping non-violent offenders out of the County Correctional Facility, they are 

requesting the County pay for Electronic Alcohol Monitoring (EAM) during the COVID 19 epidemic for 

new DWIs and then seek reimbursement at a later time. 

 

On motion by Commissioner Weyland, seconded by Commissioner Haney, and unanimously carried, the 

Board approved the County to pay for Electronic Alcohol Monitoring during the COVID 19 epidemic for new 

DWIs and then seek reimbursement at a later time.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:44 a.m.  

 

_____________________________________________ 

Frank Gross, Chair 

County Board of Commissioners 

 

____________________________________________ 

Stephen Larson, County Administrator   


