CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Tuesday, August 4, 2009
8:30 a.m.
County Board Room - 3rd Floor - Courthouse

MINUTES

The Clay County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, August
4, 2009, with all commissioners present: Campbell, Evert, Ingersoll, Waller, and Weyland.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
On motion by Ingersoll, seconded by Weyland, and unanimously carried, the Board
postponed a proposed Agenda Addition (discussion on a request to fill a vacancy for a
Correctional Officer position), until the August 11th meeting.
On motion by Weyland, seconded by Ingersoll, and unanimously carried, the agenda
was approved as printed.

APPROVAL TO ENTER INTO GRANT AGREEMENT WITH MN DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
SAFETY, OFFICE OF TRAFFIC SAFETY FOR
HIGHWAY ENFORCEMENT OF AGGRESSIVE TRAFFIC PROJECT
By consent agenda, the Board adopted the following resolution approving execution
of documents necessary to take part in the Highway Enforcement of Aggressive Traffic
(HEAT) project:

RESOLUTION 2009-27

WHEREAS, the Clay County Sheriff's Office is hereby authorized to enter into a grant
agreement with the Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety for the project
entitled HEAT (Highway Enforcement of Aggressive Traffic) during the period from July 1, 2009
through September 30, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the Sheriff of Clay County is hereby authorized to execute such agreements and
amendments as are necessary to implement the project on behalf of the Clay County Sheriff's Office;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Clay County will be the fiscal agent and will administer this
grant.

AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT WITH STATE OF
MINNESOTA FOR STORAGE OF MATERIALS CONCERNING RECOUNT AND ELECTION
CONTEST OF 2008 FOR U.S. SENATE

By consent agenda, the Board authorized execution of a Joint Powers agreement
between the State of Minnesota and Clay County, whereby the Secretary of State’s Office
will hold and store the materials transmitted to the State as part of the recount and election
contest of 2008 for U.S. Senate.

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD
There were no citizens present who wished to address the Board.



EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION
Longevity
The following employees were recognized for their years of service to Clay County
with the presentation of a plaque and gift certificate:
Ms. Kari Salwey, Deputy Auditor/Motor Vehicle, 20 years
Ms. Sharon Walz, Deputy Auditor/Payroll, 20 years
Ms. Sandra Thorne, Collections Supervisor II, Social Services, 25 years
Mr. Bill Biwer, Accounting Technician, Social Services, 40 years

Excellence In Performance Club
The following employees were nominated to the Excellence In Performance Club:
Ms. Amy Amundsen, Child Protection Specialist, Social Services
Ms. Gail Burnside, Child Protection Specialist, Social Services
Ms. Kathleen Cardinal, Child Care Licensor, Social Services

APPROVAL OF PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE FOR SCHOOL PEDESTRIAN SAFETY PLAN FOR
COUNTY ROAD 117/PARKE AVENUE IN GLYNDON

Mr. Brian Gibson, Metropolitan Council of Governments, informed the Board that
MetroCOG was asked by the City of Glyndon to conduct a planning study relative to the
public crosswalks that span Parke Avenue adjacent to the elementary school. There was a
safety concern about drivers leaving the high school at the same time as elementary school
students were crossing Parke Avenue. A Study Review Committee met to define the issues,
identify goals and objectives, and develop alternatives.

The recommended alternatives include: new curb & gutter be installed along the
west side of Parke Avenue to protect the pedestrians, utilities should be moved
underground to create more available parking, sidewalk should be moved a few feet to the
west to allow for longer diagonal parking bays in front of the school, a curb extension
should be provided on the west side of Parke Avenue to better define the parking area and
provide better visibility for pedestrians, and better signage should be installed identifying
visitor parking.

The cost estimate for the project is approximately $234,000. County Engineer David
Overbo indicated he would apply for Safe Routes to School grant funding for construction
in 2010 or 2011. A meeting will be held with City and School officials as to the proposed
funding and cost share.

On motion by Campbell, seconded by Evert, and unanimously carried, the Board
approved the Pedestrian Safety Plan for Parke Avenue in Glyndon as described above.

APPROVAL TO AMEND CAPITALIZATION THRESHOLD POLICY

County Auditor-Treasurer Lori Johnson requested that the Board amend the
Capitalization Threshold Policy to reduce the capitalization threshold amount to $1000 for
Land Improvements and Building & Building Improvements. She explained that capitalizing
those costs that are improvements to buildings/land on the basis of significantly extending
the useful life, increasing capacity, or improving the efficiency of the asset would be a
better determining factor. As a result, on the financial statements those improvements
would be expensed over the life of the asset, through depreciation, rather than expensed in
their entirety during the year that the expense occurred. The following guideline would be
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used to determine whether capitalization would be appropriate (per MN Guide to Local
Government Capital Assets, Office of the State Auditor):
“Capital asset improvement costs should be capitalized if:
1. The costs exceed the capitalization thresholds, and
2. One of the following criteria is met:
a. The estimated life of the asset is extended by more than 25%, or
b. The cost results in an increase in the capacity of the asset, or
c. The efficiency of the asset is increased by more than 10%.

Otherwise, the cost should be recorded as a repair and maintenance expense within
the appropriate expense function.

It is likely that any of the above parameters could be adjusted based on the
professional judgment of a qualified individual making the decision of whether to capitalize
or expense a given cost. The criteria are meant as a matter of policy and to be applied as
guidance, not absolutes.”

On motion by Evert, seconded by Weyland, and unanimously carried, the Board
approved the request to amend the Capitalization Threshold Policy to reduce the threshold
to $1000 for Land Improvements and Building & Building Improvements retroactively as
recommended by the County Auditor-Treasurer.

APPROVE PAYMENT OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS
On motion by Weyland, seconded by Campbell, and unanimously carried, the Board
approved payment of the bills and vouchers.

REQUEST FOR LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR STIMULUS GRANT FOR
FAMILY HEALTHCARE CENTER

Commissioner Evert requested that the Board issue a letter of support for the
Family HealthCare Center’s application for $6 million in stimulus grant funding which is
available only to healthcare facilities. The grant funds would be used for the purchase and
remodeling of the former Richtman’s building in downtown Fargo for use by the
HealthCare Center.

On motion by Evert, seconded by Ingersoll, and unanimously carried, the Board
directed that a letter of support be forwarded to the Family HealthCare Center for use in
their grant application package.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Commissioner Evert attended the NACo Annual Conference in Nashville, July 26-29,
and met with Senator Franken'’s staff regarding federal funding for the reconstruction of
County State Aid Highway 52.

Commissioner Campbell met with a contingent from the Red River Basin
Commission regarding permanent flood protection, and attended a meeting of the Highway
Tracking Committee.

Commissioner Waller attended meetings with the Red River Basin Commission, the
Highway Tracking Committee, Personnel Issues Committee, and participated in a tour of
CSAH 52 with Senator Franken’s staff.



ADJOURN
The meeting adjourned at 9:15 a.m.

Jerry C. Waller, Chair
Clay County Board of Commissioners

Vijay K. Sethi, County Administrator



