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CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Tuesday, October 11, 2011 

9:30 a.m. 
County Board Room – 3rd Floor – Courthouse 

 
 The Clay County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, 
October 11, 2011 with all Commissioners present:  Campbell, Evert, Ingersoll, Waller, and 
Weyland. Also present were County Administrator Brian C. Berg and Senior Administrative 
Assistant Vicki Reek.  
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 On motion by Weyland, seconded by Waller, and unanimously carried, the agenda 
was approved as presented.  
 

APPROVAL TO SPONSOR ANNUAL CLAY TRAIL ALLIANCE, INC., SNOWMOBILE TRAIL 
MAINTENANCE & GROOMING GRANT 

 By consent agenda, the Board agreed to sponsor the annual Clay Trail Alliance, Inc. 
Snowmobile Trail Maintenance and Grooming Grant with the MN Department of Natural 
Resources, which will provide $68,874.60 for maintenance and grooming projects for fiscal 
year 2012.  
 

APPROVAL TO REGISTER WWW.CLAYCOUNTYMN.GOV WITH DOMAIN REGISTRATION 
 By consent agenda, the Board agreed to execute the necessary documents to register 
www.claycountymn.gov with Domain Registration for use in Clay County’s web 
infrastructure. 
 

APPROVAL OF NEW PROVIDERS OF HOME & COMMUNITY BASED SERVICES 
 By consent agenda, the following were added to the list of providers of Home & 
Community Based Services: 

- James Bernhardt, Moorhead – Foster Care 
- Hein Ly, Moorhead – Foster Care 
- Maqbola Tawfiq, Moorhead – Foster Care 

 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD 

 There were no citizens present who wished to address the Board.  
 

UPDATE: 2011 FLOOD BUYOUT PROGRAM 
 Planning & Environmental Programs Director Tim Magnusson, Buffalo-Red River 
Watershed District (BRRWD) Office Administrator Bruce Albright, and Mr. Greg Anderson 
were present to update the Board regarding the recent meeting of the 2011 Flood Buyout 
Planning Committee.    

The Committee has recommended the County Board:  
1. Add a slump deduction (as calculated by the County Assessor’s Office) back into the 

valuation for Crestwood Subdivision properties and leave the buyout discount at 
12.5%.  This will increase overall project costs by approximately $125,000 but will 

http://www.claycountymn.gov/
http://www.claycountymn.gov/
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reduce the balance of the local match required. (The new match required of the County 
and BRRWD will be approximately $119,538.) 

2. Approve the sale of flood buyout homes by a public, sealed bid process. 
3. Approve sending a letter to MN DNR requesting that they provide additional grant 

funding to complete Clay County’s current 2011 buyout program. 
 
 Commissioner Evert inquired if properties other than Crestwood Subdivision will 
receive slump valuations.  Mr. Magnusson indicated that one other property owner raised 
that question, however after the County Assessor reviewed the property record, the 
circumstances were not slump related.  
 Commissioner Campbell noted that during a phone conference with Mr. Pat Lynch, 
DNR, Mr. Lynch assured the Committee that the State would cover additional costs incurred 
by including the slump valuation.  He reiterated that the goal of the project is for all 31 
homes on the buyout list to be benefited.  He felt a good compromise has been reached.  
 Mr. Anderson informed the Board that 10 contracts have been signed for sale of 
Crestwood Subdivision properties.  He is meeting with two other property owners this 
week.   
 On motion by Campbell, seconded by Weyland, and unanimously carried, the Board 
approved adding back the slump deduction into the valuation for Crestwood Subdivision 
properties, as calculated by the County Assessor’s Office; and to leave the buyout discount 
at 12.5%. 
 Mr. Anderson informed the Board that he would like to see the acquired homes 
auctioned as soon as possible, hopefully within a month or six weeks from acquisition.  He 
suggested that monthly advertised auctions be held.  To generate the highest sale price, Mr. 
Anderson felt it would be appropriate for the three highest bidders of each home to be 
allowed to increase their bid.  Each bidder will be required to pay a deposit to assure clean-
up of the site once the home is removed.  He further suggested that the County’s demolition 
project for Crestwood be scheduled for June, 2012.  
 On motion by Waller, seconded by Weyland, and unanimously carried, the Board 
approved the sale of flood buyout homes by a public, sealed bid process.  
 On motion by Weyland, seconded by Campbell, and unanimously carried, the Board 
authorized execution of the necessary communication with MN DNR to request additional 
flood buyout grant funds.  
  

RURAL MN CONCENTRATED EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM UPDATE 
 Mr. Daniel Wenner, Rural MN Concentrated Employment Program Director, was 
present to provide an update concerning Rural MN Concentrated Employment Program 
activities and services provided to Clay County residents.  
 

REQUEST AUTHORIZATION TO PURCHASE IN-CAR CAMERAS 
 Lt. Bryan Green requested replacement of in-car cameras for nine squad cars.  
Quotes were received for the cameras, with the low quote of L-3 Mobile Vision, Inc. at 
$77,809, via the State bid list.  Funds are available in the Internal Service Fund for this 
purchase.  
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 On motion by Weyland, seconded by Campbell, and unanimously carried, the Board 
approved the purchase of nine in-car cameras from L-3 Mobile Vision, Inc. for the State bid 
price of $77,809. 
  

REQUEST TO WAIVE PENALTY FOR LATE PAYMENT OF TAXES 
 County Auditor Lori Johnson presented a request on behalf of Mr. Howard Ramstad, 
who is requesting that the Board waive the penalty he incurred for late payment of taxes. 
Mr. Ramstad is 91 years old, is almost legally blind, and forgot to pay his taxes. 
 On motion by Ingersoll and seconded by Weyland, the Board denied the request 
based on its precedent setting nature.  Commissioner Campbell voted against the motion.  
 

CITY OF MOORHEAD REQUEST TO ACQUIRE TAX-FORFEITED LAND 
 Deputy Auditor Nanci Krenelka informed the Board that the City of Moorhead/ 
Economic Development Authority is requesting to acquire tax forfeited property located at 
2301 25 St S, Moorhead (Tire Depot property in the Industrial Park) for the assessed value 
of $102,747.18.  Ms. Nancy Gunderson, Moorhead City Assessor, informed the Board that 
after clean-up of the site (contamination issues, removal of a building), the property will be 
sold for economic development purposes.  
 On motion by Weyland, seconded by Ingersoll, and unanimously carried, the Board 
adopted the following resolution:  
 

RESOLUTION 2011-41 
 BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Clay County Board of Commissioners hereby approves the 
request of the City of Moorhead to receive the tax forfeited property described as Parcel 
#58.504.0060 – Lot 5, Block 1, Moorhead Industrial Park 4th Addition, located at 2301 25th Street 
South, Moorhead, MN, for an Authorized Public Purpose. 

 
ELECTRONIC DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR INCOME MAINTENANCE UNIT 

 Social Services Director Rhonda Porter, MIS Director Tim Dent, and Ms. Mary 
Luhman Olson, Social Services Supervisor were present to request the Board’s approval of 
an investment in an Electronic Document Management System for the Income Maintenance 
Unit.  The first step in this process is a Preliminary Planning Exploration Agreement 
between Next Chapter Technology and the partners (Clay County, Becker County, and Otter 
Tail County).  Clay County’s share of the financial commitment for the first step is between 
$4500-$5600.  The six week planning process may lead to consideration of two options for 
implementation of the system:   

 Option 1 – County Purchased/Hosted Server: 
 $126,905 one-time implementation; $12,587 annual maintenance 
 
 Option 2 – Hosted Subscription/Hosted Server: 
 $81,172 one-time implementation; $37,279 annual maintenance 

 
On motion by Campbell, seconded by Weyland, and unanimously carried, the Board 

approved execution of the Preliminary Planning Agreement described above, contingent 
upon approval by Becker and Otter Tail counties.    
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DISCUSSION RE: 2012 BUDGET 
 County Administrator Brian C. Berg presented a recap of the 2012 preliminary 
budget proposal, $23,397,925, which is a 3.71% decrease in the County’s portion of the 
levy over 2011 (See Attachment “A”).  After considerable discussion and due to time 
constraints, the Board requested that this topic be added to the Board’s October 18th 
agenda for further clarification and discussion of several items: Sheriff’s request for full 
time position, Senior Coordinator position increase, early retirement possibilities, external 
agency allocations, etc. 
 Commissioner Campbell noted that the County departments have reduced their 
budgets as requested, and it would seem the external agency requests should be revisited 
for reductions as well.  Commissioner Waller agreed.  
 

AMERICAN CONCRETE PAVEMENT ASSOCIATION AWARD FOR CSAH 52 PROJECT AND 
REQUEST FOR OUT OF STATE TRAVEL FOR HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT STAFF 

 County Engineer David Overbo informed the Board that the American Concrete 
Pavement Association has recognized Clay County for the CSAH 52 project, constructed by 
Shafer Contracting Company.  Mr. Overbo requested approval for out of state travel for 
three staff to attend the National Excellence in Concrete Pavement Awards banquet and 
education opportunity in Indian Wells, California, November 29-December 2.  He estimated 
the total cost for air fare, lodging, and meals to be under $1200. 
 On motion by Ingersoll, seconded by Weyland, and unanimously carried, the Board 
approved out of state travel as described above.  
 

HIGHWAY TOUR OF COUNTY ROADS – OCTOBER 20, 2011 
 County Engineer David Overbo reminded the Board of the Highway Tour scheduled 
for Thursday, October 20, 2011, leaving the Courthouse at Noon.  
 

AWARD OF SALE OF BONDS & ADOPT RESOLUTION FOR $4,215,000 GENERAL 
OBLIGATION CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN BONDS, SERIES 2011A 

 Ms. Carolyn Drude, the County’s bond consultant, presented the bid tabulation for 
nine bids which were received for the sale of $4,215,000 in General Obligation Capital 
Improvement Plan Bonds.   The best true interest rate, 1.427%, was submitted by United 
Bankers’ Bank, Bloomington, MN (See Attachment “B”).  
 The bond funds will be used to refinance the existing Law Enforcement Center bond 
and to pay for various capital improvements to County buildings.  
 On motion by Weyland, seconded by Waller, and unanimously carried, Resolution 
2011-42 was adopted (See Attachment “C”):  “Resolution Authorizing Issuance, Awarding 
Sale, Prescribing the Form and Details for Providing for the Payment of $4,215,000 General 
Obligation Capital Improvement Plan Bonds, Series, 2011A”. 

 
APPROVAL OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS 

 On motion by Weyland, seconded by Waller, and unanimously carried, the bills and 
vouchers were approved for payment.  
 
 
 



5 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS/COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE 
 Commissioner Ingersoll attended meetings of the Moorhead Planning Commission, 
Metropolitan Council of Governments, and the Joint Powers Committee.   
 Commissioner Weyland attended a meeting of the MN Rural Counties Caucus. 
 Commissioner Waller attended the Highway Tracking Committee meeting, and two 
Flood Buyout Committee meetings.   
 Commissioner Campbell attended meetings of the Flood Buyout Committee, the 
Joint Powers Committee, Personnel Issues, and Highway Tracking Committee.  
 Commissioner Evert attended meetings of the Buffalo Red River Watershed District 
Advisory Committee, Courthouse Security Committee, and Personnel Issues Committee.  
 County Administrator Brian Berg informed the Board that he attended the 
Minnesota Association of County Administrators conference.  He advised that Becker 
County has expressed interest in meeting to discuss the possibility of sharing Assessor’s 
duties.  Commissioners Evert and Ingersoll agreed to meet with County Assessor Ryan 
DeJong and Mr. Berg concerning this prospect.  The AMC District IV meeting will be held 
October 21. 
 On motion by Waller, seconded by Weyland, and unanimously carried, the Board 
agreed to meet November 29 at 4:00 p.m. instead of November 22. 
 

ADJOURN 
 The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.  
 
 
____________________________________________________ 
Jon D. Evert, County Board Chair 
Clay County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
____________________________________________________ 
Brian C. Berg, County Administrator  
 
 
 
 






























































