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CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Tuesday, November 15, 2011 

8:30 a.m. 
County Board Room – 3rd Floor – Courthouse 

 
M I N U T E S 

 
 The Clay County Board of Commissioners met in regular session with 
Commissioners Campbell, Ingersoll, Waller and Weyland present. Commissioner Evert was 
absent.   County Administrator Brian C. Berg and Administrative Assistant Colleen Eck were 
also present.  
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 On motion by Waller, seconded by Campbell, and unanimously carried, the agenda 
was approved as presented.  
 
APPROVAL OF APPLICATION FOR EXEMPT PERMIT FOR CLAY-WILKIN MINNESOTA DEER 

HUNTERS ASSOCIATION LAWFUL GAMBLING 
 By consent agenda, the Board approved an application by the Clay-Wilkin Minnesota 
Deer Hunters Association for an exempt permit for lawful gambling to take place at an 
event at the Galaxie Supper Club on December 1, 2011.  
 

APPROVAL FOR VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE TO ACCEPT DONATIONS FROM DISABLED 
AMERICAN VETERANS, VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS, AND AMERICAN LEGION 

 By consent agenda, the Board approved receipt of the following donations to the 
Veterans Service Office Recognition Fund:  Disabled American Veterans ($100); Veterans of 
Foreign Wars ($300); The American Legion ($300).  
 

APPROVAL OF OUT OF STATE TRAVEL FOR PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS COORDINATOR TO ATTEND FRAMEWORK FOR HEALTHCARE 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT TRAINING 
 By consent agenda, the Board approved out of state travel for Public Health 
Emergency Preparedness Coordinator Kristina Hansen to attend Framework for 
Healthcare Emergency Management training in Anniston, AL on February 13-16, 2012.  
 

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD 
 There were no citizens present who wished to address the Board.  
 

MOORHEAD PUBLIC SERVICE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR  
115kV TRANSMISSION LINE 

 Planning & Environmental Programs Director Tim Magnusson reminded the Board 
that the County had accepted the duties of the Responsible Governmental Unit for 
permitting of a new 115kV transmission line and substation in South Moorhead as 
requested by Moorhead Public Service.  A public hearing was subsequently held, and the 
County approved and published the Environmental Assessment developed for the project. 
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Mr. Magnusson requested that the Board adopt a resolution making a negative declaration 
on the project’s Environmental Assessment and approve construction. 
 On motion by Ingersoll, seconded by Campbell, and unanimously carried, the Board 
adopted the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 2011-47 
 WHEREAS, Moorhead Public Service is seeking to construct a new 115kV transmission line 
and substation to increase system reliability and provide additional capacity; and, 
 WHEREAS, Moorhead Public Service requested that Clay County be the Responsible 
Government Unit (RGU) for permitting of the transmission line; and 
 WHEREAS, Clay County accepted the responsibility to be the RGU for the transmission line 
permitting and has held the required public hearing seeking input on the proposed transmission line 
project; and, 
 WHEREAS, Clay County approved the Environmental Assessment (EA) developed for the 
proposed project and had the EA properly published in the Environmental Quality Board (EQB) 
Monitor on October 31, 2011; and 
 WHEREAS, no comments were received on the proposed project, and the RGU shall not make a 
decision on the permit application until at least 10 working days after the notice appears in the EQB 
Monitor; and 
 WHEREAS, the required 10 working days after the notice’s appearance ended on November 
14, 2011. 
 NOW, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Clay County Board of Commissioners hereby makes a negative 
declaration on the project’s EA, stating that no further environmental assessments needs be 
conducted for the proposed project. 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clay County Board of Commissioners hereby approves 
construction of the project, as proposed, in accordance with the applicable provisions of the Clay 
County Land Development Ordinance. 

 
APPROVAL OF TAX FORFEIT PROPERTY SALE 

 Deputy Auditor Nanci Krenelka presented the list of tax forfeited properties and 
requested the Board’s approval to move forward with the sale of these properties (See 
Attachment “A”).  
 On motion by Waller, seconded by Campbell, and unanimously carried, the following 
resolution was adopted: 
 

RESOLUTION 2011-46 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Clay County, Minnesota this 15th day of 
November, 2011, pursuant to provisions of Chapter 282, Minnesota Statutes, the County Auditor of 
Clay County is hereby directed to sell parcels of land that have been forfeited to the State of Minnesota 
for delinquent taxes and certified by the County Auditor and recorded in the Office of the County 
Recorder; which lands have been classified and appraised as provided by law; 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the terms of the sale shall be cash only on all parcels.  
Pursuant to MN Statute 282.241, a previous owner may not purchase a parcel of land for less than the 
delinquent amount, assessments, penalties, interest and costs against it. 
 In addition to the total sales price, there shall also be added an amount equal to 3 percent of 
such total sales price. Said 3 percent to be certified to the Tax Assurance Account as required under 
Minnesota Statute 284.28 Subd. 6.  A $25.00 state deed fee and a $46.00 recording fee must also be 
collected for each parcel sold. Each parcel is subject to a state deed tax of $1.65 per each $500.00 of 
sales price.  There will be an additional $50.00 well certificate for any property that contains a well. 
 Purchasers of property at this sale will receive a State Deed.  Clay County does not guarantee 
clear title on purchases of tax forfeit land. It is the responsibility of the purchaser to take whatever 
action necessary to assure clear title. 
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 The Forfeit Tax Sale will be held December 8, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. in the Clay County Board 
Room, Clay County Courthouse, 807 11th Street North, Moorhead, MN.  

 
BID RECOMMENDATION FOR CSAH 26 FLOOD REPAIR PROJECT 

 County Engineer David Overbo reminded the Board that the bid received ($49,950) 
for the CSAH 26 Flood Repair Project was considerably over the engineer’s estimate 
($25,457).  He added that MnDOT has approved the County conducting a gravel fill at the 
site for safety purposes (emergency repair) until next spring when the permanent repair 
can be conducted.  
 On motion by Campbell, seconded by Ingersoll, the Board rejected the bid of Central 
Specialties, $49,950, for the CSAH 26 flood repair project, based on the fact that it was 
significantly higher than the estimate.  
 

REQUEST APPROVAL OF THE FINAL CONTRACT VOUCHER FOR PAVING OF CSAH 52 
 On motion by Waller, seconded by Campbell, and unanimously carried, the Board 
approved the final contract voucher to Central Specialties for the paving project on CSAH 
52, in the amount of $73,772.30.  The original contract was in the amount of $71,987.00, 
but increased due to pavement density incentive, additional flagging for safety and a 38 ton 
overrun in asphalt tonnage.  
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR JEFF SPARTZ, ASSOCIATION OF MN COUNTIES 
 Association of MN Counties (AMC) Executive Director Jeff Spartz was present to 
highlight activities of AMC.  He encouraged increased involvement in the various Policy 
Committees: Environment & Natural Resources; General Government; Health & Human 
Services; Public Safety; and Transportation.  

Mr. Spartz encouraged Clay County to take part in the National Association of 
Counties (NACo) Prescription Discount Card Program which can save residents an average 
of 24% off the full retail cost of prescription medications that are not covered by insurance. 
There is no cost to NACo member counties or their residents to participate in the program.  
 County Administrator Brian Berg inquired if AMC has a position on the Market Value 
Credit Exclusion issue which counties are facing.  Mr. Spartz indicated that AMC’s opinion 
was that the Market Value Credit Exclusion was the least impactful of the options to assist 
with the State’s budget shortfall. 
 

APPROVAL OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS 
 On motion by Waller, seconded by Campbell, and unanimously carried, the bills and 
vouchers were approved for payment.  
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS/COUNTY ADMINNISTRATOR UPDATE 
 Commissioner Ingersoll attended meetings of the Local Advisory Council for 
Children’s Mental Health and Lake Agassiz Regional Library. 
 Commissioner Waller attended meetings of the Soil & Water Conservation District 
and FM Economic Development Corporation Executive Committee. 
 Commissioner Campbell attended the Flood Diversion Board of Authority meeting.  
 Commissioner Weyland attended the Flood Diversion Board of Authority meeting. 
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 County Administrator Brian Berg attended the Community Health Board meeting, a 
meeting concerning expansion of the Extension Department, the Flood Diversion Board of 
Authority meeting, and several meetings regarding union negotiations.  
 

CLOSED SESSION: LABOR NEGOTIATION STRATEGY 
 On motion by Waller, seconded by Campbell, and unanimously carried, the meeting 
was closed to discuss labor negotiation strategy. 
 On motion by Waller, seconded by Campbell, and unanimously carried, the meeting 
was opened.  
  

ADJOURN 
 The meeting adjourned. 
 
 
______________________________________________ 
Grant Weyland, Vice Chair 
Clay County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
 
______________________________________________ 
Brian C. Berg, County Administrator  






