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 CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Tuesday, August 24, 2004

7:00 p.m.
County Board Room - 3rd Floor - Courthouse

M I N U T E S

The Clay County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, August 24,
2004, with all commissioners present: Brunsvold, Campbell, Evert, McCarthy, and Waller.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
On motion by Campbell, seconded by Evert, and unanimously carried, the agenda was

approved as printed. 

RENEW LEASE AGREEMENT WITH RURAL MN CEP, INC. FOR SPACE IN 
FAMILY SERVICE CENTER

By consent agenda, the Board approved a lease agreement with Rural MN CEP, Inc., for
office space in the Family Service Center, 3150 sq.ft. rate of $11.25 sq.ft., effective 7/1/04-6/30/05.

APPROVE APPLICATION FOR RAFFLE BY MN DEER HUNTERS ASSOCIATION -
CLAY WILKIN CHAPTER

By consent agenda, the Board approved an application for a raffle sponsored by the MN Deer
Hunters Association - Clay Wilkin Chapter, for an event to be held at the Galaxy, Barnesville,
December 3, 2004. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF AUGUST 3 AND 10, 2004
On motion by McCarthy, seconded by Campbell, and unanimously carried, the minutes of

the meetings of August 3 and 10, 2004, were approved with corrections. 

APPROVAL FOR NORTH DAKOTA ARMY NATIONAL GUARD TO USE RIVERTON
SITE FOR OCCASIONAL WEEKEND EQUIPMENT TRAINING

Planning and Environmental Programs Coordinator Kathy Maher informed the Board that
the North Dakota Army National Guard has requested to use the Riverton Township site (former
Kost Brothers gravel pit, North side of U.S. 10, 4 miles east of Glyndon, MN) for occasional
equipment training (offloading and digging with bulldozers).  She suggested several conditions
which will be attached to the request: get permission from Aggregate Industries as they still mine
the site, use areas that have been previously disturbed, and that activities take place in day light
hours.  She added that a hold harmless clause will also be part of the agreement. 

On motion by Campbell, seconded by Evert, and unanimously carried, the Board approved
the use of the Riverton site by ND National Guard for occasional weekend equipment training for
the period October 1, 2004 through September 30, 2005. 

APPROVAL OF REMODELING FOR UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA EXTENSION
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SERVICES OFFICES IN FAMILY SERVICE CENTER
The Board reviewed proposed floor plan layouts for relocation of the County Extension,

Regional Extension, and State Auditor’s spaces in the Family Service Center. Mr. Kerry Peuser,
Michael J. Burns Architects, felt the required remodeling to accommodate these offices would be
minimal (sound separation, existing mechanical system can be reoriented, electrical changes, reuse
of ceiling tiles and doors, carpeting should clean up but may have to be replaced, etc.).  This project
was included in the overall Courthouse Remodeling proposal in 2002, with a proposed project total
of $157,000, based on 3500 sq.ft. x $45 sq.ft. construction cost for a complete gutting of the space
at that time.  Mr. Peuser indicated that the current rate for minor remodeling of the space is $20-$25
sq.ft., and he was hopeful that the project would stay within that range. 

Regional Extension Director Nancy Frosaker Johnson was present to address the space needs
of the County and Regional Extension offices.   Following the restructuring of statewide Extension
Services by the University of Minnesota, the Clay County Extension office had been housed in 650
sq.ft. in the Juvenile Center.  Shortly thereafter, it was determined that the space was too small, and
the department was relocated to a 1358 sq.ft. space in the Family Service Center.  The current
request for space is approximately 1476 sq.ft.

For the proposed Regional Extension space (2554 sq.ft.), seven offices are planned, based
on the possibility that two more Regional educators will join the Moorhead office.  Ms. Frosaker
Johnson indicated she would be conferring with the University of MN to see if they will pay rent
for 2554 sq.ft., when only 2000 sq.ft. has been included in the current rental agreement. 

It is proposed that a 175 sq.ft. kitchen, currently being used by Motivation, Education &
Training (MET), be upgraded and either shared with MET or used exclusively by the Nutrition
program staff. The County would be responsible for the remodeling costs to upgrade the kitchen (a
cost yet to be determined).

Discussion took place regarding the proposed 420 sq.ft. Conference Room to be shared by
the Regional and County Extension offices, and how it may be more efficient to use a 170 sq.ft.
Multi-Purpose Room in the Regional Extension space, along with a similarly sized space next to it
(where postage machine currently resides) instead. Ms. Frosaker Johnson will check with the
University to see if they will consider paying all the rent for the Conference Room and/or Multi-
Purpose Room and adjacent space, rather than the County Extension paying half and the University
paying half.  This would save the County approximately $2000. Ms. Beaudry felt the 420 sq.ft.
Conference Room would be an attractive space  for other groups to lease with its outside access.

When the Regional Extension office leaves the Juvenile Center, that space will be taken over
by Probation, which is now housed in the Lower Level of the Courthouse.  The space in the
Courthouse will then become the Law Library.

Building Manager Georgia Beaudry informed the Board of other existing and proposed
vacancies in the Family Service Center building, 1st floor: 4154 sq.ft.; 3rd floor: 974 sq.ft., 221 sq.ft.,
Youth Works space - 448 sq.ft., Churches United for the Homeless space - 168 sq.ft., and 758 sq.ft.
(State Auditors).

Mr. Sethi stated that in reviewing the Courthouse Remodeling Project proposal from 2002,
the remodeling of this space was listed as part of the project and will be treated as a Change Order,
eliminating the need for separate bidding documents, advertising, new bond, etc. Mr. Peuser stated
that the contract with Olaf Anderson & Son is still open and he will negotiate with the contractor
for this work.  Mr. Sethi stated that he is seeking confirmation of this information from the State
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Auditor and County Attorney’s office. 
Commissioner Brunsvold suggested that the contractor be informed that the County has only

$157,000 for this project.  He commented that the remodeling costs do not get factored into the
County’s return on investment for the Family Service Center tenant spaces. 

Mr. Sethi commented that in order to stay within the $157,000, which will also include the
architect’s fee, some things may have to be reduced or eliminated.  He also inquired if grant funds
may be available for the cost to upgrade the kitchen.  

Commissioner McCarthy inquired if moving forward with this remodeling would jeopardize
the Motor Vehicle Department returning to the County Campus.  Mr. Sethi stated that if the decision
is made to sell the former Highway Department building, the only place for Motor Vehicle will be
in part (approximately 2900 sq.ft.) of the 4154 sq.ft. space on 1st floor of the FSCCC.  There is also
some interest from a children’s advocacy group for the 4154 sq.ft. space as well, however, their use
is dependent on grant monies. 

Commissioner McCarthy commented that the County is spending money on remodeling in
order to rent to a County tenant.  Mr. Sethi reminded the Board that $8500 had been approved for
rent for County Extension space in 2004, which subsequently increased to $16,000 (with the
difference coming from the Unanticipated Expenditures line item for 2004), and now with the new
space the rent will be approximately $22,000.  He added that prior to the Extension reorganization,
the County Extension office space rent was $21,000 in the Juvenile Center for many years.

It was mentioned that the 2005 County Extension budget request is approximately $237,000
which includes increased rent and the fact that the Ag Hort position grant will sunset in June 2005.

Commissioner McCarthy felt critical information is needed relative to this decision, i.e., a
recommendation for the future of the former Highway Department building.  Mr. Sethi indicated that
information pertaining to the Highway building would be presented at the September 7th meeting.
Commissioner Brunsvold commented that with respect to the Highway building site, he felt the land
is valuable and should not be given up.

On motion by Campbell, seconded by McCarthy, and unanimously carried, the Board
authorized Mr. Kerry Peuser to begin negotiations with Olaf Anderson & Son for remodeling work
at the Family Service Center, with the understanding that this is not an authorization to proceed with
the project; and requested a legal opinion regarding including contracting for this remodeling work
as a part of the overall Courthouse Remodeling Project. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS/COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE
Commissioner Campbell informed the Board that with respect to the T.H. 336 Corridor Joint

Powers Board, all parties have agreed to review the Oakport Joint Powers Agreement as a starting
point.  

Commissioner Evert commented that Lakeland Mental Health is being encouraged by
County staff to leave some of their services in the Family Service Center when they move to their
new location.  

At the request of Commissioner McCarthy, the September 28th County Board meeting will
be an 8:30 a.m. meeting, rather than 7:00 p.m.  

Commissioner Brunsvold informed the Board that County Administrator Vijay Sethi has
offered to assist with current Collaborative issues.

Commissioner Brunsvold commented that the Criminal Justice Committee is slowing down
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to carefully examine the future jail needs of Clay County.
County Administrator Vijay Sethi informed the Board that Jail Administrator Julie Savat will

be bringing a proposal to the County Board on September 14th for a back-up mechanism for the jail
door, with prices ranging from $63,000-$129,000.

Commissioner Waller advised that the Administration & Finance Committee has one more
meeting regarding the 2005 budget before presenting its recommendation to the County Board on
September 7th for discussion. 

Mr. Sethi commented that several groups have come together to apply for grants for weed
management in Clay County.

Mr. Sethi informed the Board that Concordia College has an interest in seeking Clay
County’s sponsorship in the issuance of conduit bonding for several projects on campus, in the
amount of $7 million.   More information will be presented at a later date.

ADJOURN
The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________
Jerry Waller, Chair
Clay County Board of Commissioners 

_______________________________
Vijay Sethi, County Administrator


